
ROLES & 
RESPONSIBILITIES

Protecting resources through knowledge and action



MODERN STORMWATER 
CONTROLS

 Current Regulations Require the management of 
additional run-off water from new and re-
development projects during construction and 
post- construction (in perpetuity).

• Wet Ponds

• Dry Ponds

• Constructed Wetlands

• Underground Storage

• Low Impact 
Development (LID)



ROLES - DEVELOPERS

 Submit plans to meet 
requirements

 Build the pond according to 
Plan

 Certify conformance to plans

 Provide as-built

 Provide maintenance schedule/ 
agreement

 Turn over system and 
maintenance to HOA or future  
Property Owner



ROLES – POND OWNERS

HOA/ PROPERTY OWNER

 Maintain the Pond
 Funding

 Maintenance Plan

 Correct deficiencies

 Provide upgrades as 
needed?



ROLES – POND MANAGEMENT 
COMPANIES

 Inspect

 Provide guidance

 Provide assistance



ROLES – MS4 
(TOWN, CITY, COUNTY)

 Review plans

 Inspect site

 Review As-built

 Confirm stabilization

 Close Permit

 Ensure Owner performs 
maintenance

 Inspect system to confirm 
maintenance

 Require corrective measures if 
needed

 PROTECT THE DOWNSTREAM 
WATERWAYS FROM LAND BASED 
POLLUTION



ROLES – STATE AND FEDERAL

STATE (SCDHEC)

 Provide Minimum Standards

 Approve Land Disturbance 
Permits

 Water Quality Protection of 
State Waters

 Enforce Compliance

FEDERAL (EPA)

 Regulate Water Quality
 State

 Local



JURISDICTIONAL CHALLENGES

• Ownership
• Individual Owners
• Group owners
• HOAs

• Defined Maintenance?

• Measurable Performance?
• Aesthetics 
• Pollution 
• Flooding

• Inspection Resources

• Compliance Actions/ Enforcement

Every 
system is 
different…

But the 
same



RESPONSIBILITIES –OWNERS



RESPONSIBILITIES – MS4



RESPONSIBILITIES –MS4



RESPONSIBILITIES 
POND COMPANIES

Inspect
Report
Decisions
Actions



SPECIAL INTERESTS & 
COMMUNITY

 Fishable

 Swimmable

 Drinkable 

• Reasonable

• Affordable

• Effective



STORMWATER CONTROL 
FUNCTIONS

 Flood Control

 Protect downstream properties 
from flooding

 Water Quality

 Protect waterways (creeks) from 
pollution



SOUTH CAROLINA REGULATIONS
1991 FORWARD



PARTNERSHIPS

Community

Local 
Government

HOA

 Educate the need - Owners may not be 
aware of responsibilities

 Take action - Owners do not always have 
resources 

 Accept the responsibility - Community 
needs everyone to participate



CONCLUSION

 Ponds will continue to be used 
for stormwater control

 New technology will be used in 
addition to ponds

 Short term maintenance actions 
and long range planning can help 
keep cost manageable.

 Increasing Age = Increasing $ to 
maintain/ replace

 Pond maintenance is needed to 
protect water quality and create 
healthy communities
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